Eskimo Walrus Commission
Kawerak, Inc.

PO. Box 948 _ ;
Nome, Alaska 99762 Eskimo Walrus Commission

*To protect the padific walrus popuistion,”

August 25, 2025

The Honorable Nick Begich
153 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: MMPA amendment discussion draft
Dear Congressman Begich,

I submit this letter with serious concerns regarding your MMPA amendment discussion draft. While the
current MMPA may need some updates to adjust to fifty years of changes, the values that guided its
creation are perhaps more necessary than ever.

As a Alaska Native co-management organization, the Eskimo Walrus Commission’s mission is to protect
the Pacific walrus population. We are guided by the Indigenous value that taking care of the environment
and its gifts will ensure that it continues to take care of us.

MMPA recognizes the inherent right of Alaska Natives to harvest marine mammals for food security,
cultural expression and continuity, and economic benefit. It recognizes that Alaska Natives are unique in
our relationship to Arctic marine mammals. Our Indigenous Knowledge (IK), in situ observations, and
commitment to conservation have contributed significantly to the management of marine mammal species
and the environment we share.

The “precautionary principle” is inherent in the western medical principle of “to do no harm.” When
caring for a patient, a doctor is careful to minimize the potential for causing harm or injury. This is
understood and accepted practice for the scientific application of medicine and healthcare. The health of
the environment—the land, water, air, and all living in it—should have the same standard of care. We

must be careful and cautious when pushing for industrial development in the Arctic where its impacts are
unknown.

Climate and environmental change are already impacting marine mammal populations. What will the
environmental conditions be in 5, 10, or 20 years? There is uncertainty in scientific research, data isn’t
absolute, and assumptions are necessary when applying them to policy decisions.

An “Unknown” must not become an excuse allowing industry to disregard environmental impacts. An
unknown challenges us to discover what we don’t know and a reason to proceed cautiously.

If the “based on the best available science and data regarding marine mammal populations and threats™ is
required for decision-making, who will be conducting this on-going research? Again, MMPA’s Alaska
Native exemption and Section 119 clearly affirms the importance and necessity of including Alaska
Native-led research.

These are a few examples of the proposed changes that are particularly concering;

Page 2, Lines 20-22—by striking “which will result in the maximum productivity” and inserting
“necessary to support the continued survival

This population level is much too low to maintain a healthy population already affected by climate
change.

Page 30, Lines 17-24, Page 31, Lines 1-15— “All decisions and determinations made under this title shall
be made based solely upon the objective application of the best scientific and commercial data available
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and without application of precautionary factors or assumptions or any other factors or assumptions that
bias the objective application of the best scientific and commercial data available ... ”

Marine mammal population numbers tell us very little without additional studies and informed scientific
assumptions. Peer-reviewed research allows scientific results to be scrutinized by all scientists, whether
government, industry, and privately or publicly funded. This must include co-produced knowledge guided
by Alaska Native organizations.

Page 13, Lines 11-14—"The Secretary shall not prepare an environmental assessment or an
environmental impact statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.)...”

We, along with our marine mammals, live in the land, waters, and air of the Arctic. It is our home, and we

depend on it for our health and prosperity. Industrial development must be accountable for its treatment of
our environment, including its Alaska Native communities.

Finally, on behalf of the Eskimo Walrus Commission and as the Special Advisor on Native Affairs to the
U.S. Marine Mammal Commission, I recommend proceeding carefully with changes to MMPA and
request involving Alaska Native co-management organizations and communities in amendment
discussions.

Sincerely,

Vera K. Metcalf
Director, Eskimo Walrus Commission
Kawerak, Inc.

cc: Sen. Lisa Murkowski
Sen. Dan Sullivan
Melanie Bahnke, President, Kawerak, Inc.
Mike Miller, Chair, IPCoMM
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