
Divest from ICE Detention Centers: A
petition from Bering Straits Native
Corporation Shareholders and
Descendants
We, the undersigned, call for our Alaska Native regional corporation, Bering Straits Native 
Corporation, to divest from all business contracts associated in any way with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention centers immediately. As BSNC 
shareholders and descendants, we are deeply concerned about BSNC’s complicity in 
inflicting harm on Indigenous peoples through ICE detention facilities; specifically, 
BSNC’s Global Precision System’s contract to operate and support detention centers in Los 
Fresnos, TX, Florence, AZ, El Centro, CA, and El Paso, TX. 

As Indigenous peoples, we intimately understand the generational and communal harms 
that stem from government-sanctioned family separation and the mental, emotional, 
physical and spiritual harm that incurs. Through historical and ongoing experiences of 
genocide, we know that punitive, violent systems are not the answer and profiting from the 
prison industrial complex is wrong. Though we may not be able to change society at large, 
we CAN insist that the corporation in which we are shareholders refuse to collaborate in 
the tools of the oppressor. We refuse to passively collaborate in dehumanizing cycles and 
lift our united voices to lead the change and do better.
These detention centers go against ancestral values of responsibility, human dignity, and 
respect. This line of business is an unjust investment on many levels, including adjacency 
to work that co-signs ICE methods including lack of due process for detainment, 
incarceration and rampant mistreatment of thousands of Indigenous relatives from Central 
and South America.

ICE activity produces trauma for our own people. A BSNC descendant was recently 
stopped by ICE agents in Anchorage, Alaska and had he not produced ID, may have 
otherwise been hauled away. Another BSNC shareholder witnessed an unjust ICE 
detainment of a young man who had been working legally in our country prior to his 
immigration status being stripped away by the Trump administration, only for ICE to target 
him for their own profit. These government sponsored actions are reminiscent of 
intergenerational traumas that we are still recovering from as a broader community.

Our Alaska Native community knows intimately the devastation that government-
sanctioned separation of families and physical/mental violence causes to people, families 
and communities for generations. Boarding school survivors still live amongst us - and 
every single Native person in and from our region has been affected in some way by this 
violent assimilation era. To be complicit in inflicting these harms on other Indigenous 
people is unconscionable.
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https://beringstraits.com/global-precision-systems-gps/


BSNC’s code of business ethics and compliance states that “Bering Straits has a zero-
tolerance policy regarding human trafficking.” Yet thousands of ICE detention centers run 
“work programs” for as little as $1 per day for 8 hours of labor. Recent news articles 
highlight horrifying abuse in ICE detention facilities - hundreds of detainees have reported 
physical and sexual harm in these facilities. An El Paso article from 2021 notes how the El 
Paso ICE facility - where Global Precision Systems contracts - has had reports of “repeated 
sexual assaults by guards, ongoing medical neglect, and have attempted hunger strikes 
and letter writing campaigns in order to draw attention to dire conditions within the 
facility.” 

There is simply no justification whatsoever that could make any level of profit worth 
BSNC’s complicity in these harms. 

We understand that some of BSNC’s board members visited a detention center in Texas. 
Even with the "best of conditions and best treatment allowed by the government,” 
investment in companies affiliated with ICE detention centers is a completely 
unacceptable business endeavor. We as shareholders are ready to hold the BSNC board 
accountable for the alignment of our values within business and ethics.

With the upcoming BSNC board meeting in December 2025, it is our wish that BSNC 
immediately take steps to divest from any contracts associated with ICE. Should the board 
not take this immediate action, we will take steps to bring this issue to a vote amongst our 
shareholders. 
In closing, as BSNC shareholders and descendants, we come from proud lineages of 
people who were taught the sacredness of life, how to care for one another, how to share 
with one another, how to love and respect Elders and children. Our people embody the 
power of these values and strive to live by them, including doing the right thing by calling 
for change and collaborating in solutions. 

Future generations are watching; are we going to pass down dollars without conscience or 
a legacy we are proud of? We strive for alignment between corporate fiduciary 
responsibility and moral imperatives. We trust our leadership and ability as united people 
to grow through this challenge and show that we can make ethical investments led by our 
values and who we are as real people. 

By adding my name I agree to signing this petition for change. 
Signed, 
(If you agree, please type your name, share whether you are a BSNC shareholder or BSNC 
descendant, and provide your email and mailing address and any comments below).

*This letter was co-authored by BSNC Shareholders Charlene Aqpik Apok, Ayyu Qassataq, 
and Jessica Saniguq Ullrich

We have sent the first round of this petition to the BSNC Board on December 1, 2025 in 
advance of their December board meeting. We are still accepting signatures so please 
share. 

ben.townsend@knom.org Switch account

Not shared
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I am a BSNC Shareholder

I am a BSNC Descendant

I am not a BSNC Shareholder or BSNC Descendant

* Indicates required question

First Name *

Your answer

Last Name *

Your answer

Please confirm which applies to you: *

Email *

Your answer

Mailing Address  *

Your answer

9/23/26, 10:11 AM Divest from ICE Detention Centers: A petition from Bering Straits Native Corporation Shareholders and Descendants

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsDJe0dIQVOucuA4xZwFjWDgRDtvpAT_yvxm6Lr8N-_V6t7A/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawPMMlJleHRuA2FlbQIx… 3/5



Never submit passwords through Google Forms.

This form was created inside of Data For Indigenous Justice. - Contact form owner

Does this form look suspicious? Report

Other comments you would like to share:

Your answer

Submit Clear form
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